IN THE CLAIMS 

f£ase delete claims 2, 8, and 14. Pl^se amend claims 1, 7 and 13 as follows: 



1 . \ (Amended) An extensible file access method for accessing a foreign file system from a 
local crata processing system with a native file system, said foreign file system being located on a 
remote crata processing system, said foreign file system having a set of foreign file attributes 
corresponding to each of a plurality of files in the foreign file system, and said native file system 
having a set of native file attributes corresponding to each of a plurality of files in the native file 
system, said method comprising the steps of: 

generating request from a client on the local data processing system to the remote data 
processing system tA open a foreign file in the foreign file system; 

opening of theW the foreign file by the foreign file system; 

sending of the file* attributes of the foreign file, hereinafter foreign file attributes, to the 
local data processing system; 

storing of the foreignVile attributes by the local data processing system; 

determining a subset orohe foreign file attributes which are equivalent to a corresponding 
subset of file attributes of the naftve file system, the subset of the foreign file attributes hereinafter 
known as conventional file attributes; 

returning the conventional fild attributes to the client; 
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17 storing a Remaining subset of the foreign file attributes which are not equivalent to a 

18 corresponding subsfet of file attributes of the native file system, the remaining subset of the foreign 

19 file attributes hereinai|er known as extended file attributes; 
j ' 20 accessing of thmoreign file attributes stored in the local data processing system by the 

21 local data processing system client to process the foreign file; and 

22 processing by the lo^al data processing system client the foreign file using the stored 

23 foreign file attributes. 



2. (Deleted) 



1 3. The method of claim\2 further comprising the steps of: 

2 accessing of the foreigX file by the client via a protocol of the native file system, the 

3 accessing being performed in a sfmilar manner to accessing a native file system file; and 

4 accessing of the foreign fil^)y the client by use of the extended file attributes, the 

5 accessing being performed via a protocol different from the native file system protocol 
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1 4. The meth&d of claim 2 wherein the storing step further comprises: 

2 starting an expiration timer corresponding to the extended file attributes; and 

3 removing the Wended file attributes from the local data processing system storage after 

4 the expiration of the expiration timer. 



1 5. The method of clailqi 2 wherein the sending of the foreign file attributes is performed by a 

2 web server located on the remote system, the web server being capable of sending and receiving 

3 messages via a network. 



1 6. The method of claim 2 farther comprising the steps of: 

2 storing the extended file attributes in a shared memory portion of the local data processing 

3 system storage which is accessible by thd client and other local data processing system processes; 

4 associating a unique handle with tne extended file attributes; and 

5 providing the unique handle to a local data processing system process to enable the local 

6 data processing system process to access the extended file attributes. 
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1 7. (Amended) An article of manufacture for use in a computer system for accessing a 

2 foreign file system from a local data processing system data processing system with a native file 

3 system, said foreign file system being located on a remote data processing system, said foreign file 

4 system having a set of foreign file attributes corresponding to each of a plurality of files in the 

5 foreign file system, and saidWtive file system having a set of native file attributes corresponding 

6 to each of a plurality of files m the native file system, said article of manufacture comprising a 

7 computer-readable storage meoium having a computer program embodied in said medium which 

8 causes the computer system to execute the method steps comprising: 

9 generating a request from^ client on the local data processing system to the remote data 

10 processing system to open a toreign\file in the foreign file system; 

1 1 opening of the of the foreign Ale by the foreign file system; 

12 sending of the file attributes of fljie foreign file, hereinafter foreign file attributes, to the 

13 local data processing system; 

14 storing of the foreign file attributesMpy the local data processing system; 

15 determining a subset of the foreign fire attributes which are equivalent to a corresponding 

16 subset of file attributes of the native file systen\ the subset of the foreign file attributes hereinafter 

17 known as conventional file attributes; 

18 returning the conventional file attributes toVhe client; 

19 storing a remaining subset of the foreign file attributes which are not equivalent to a 

20 corresponding subset of file attributes of the native fil&system, the remaining subset of the foreign 

21 file attributes hereinafter known as extended file attributes; 
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accessing onthe foreign file attributes stored in the local data processing system by the 
local data processing system client to process the foreign file; and 

processing by me local data processing system client the foreign file using the stored 
foreign file attributes. \ 



8. (Deleted) 



9. The article of manufacture of claim 8 wherein the method steps further comprise the steps 
of: \ 

accessing of the foreign ffle by the client via a protocol of the native file system, the 
accessing being performed in a sinWr manner to accessing a native file system file; and 

accessing of the foreign file W the client by use of the extended file attributes, the 
accessing being performed via a prot&col different from the native file system protocol. 

10. The article of manufacture of claim 8 wherein the storing step further comprises: 
starting an expiration timer corresponding to the extended file attributes; and 
removing the extended file attributes tkom the local data processing system storage after 

the expiration of the expiration timer. \ 
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1 1 . The article of mani/facture of claim 8 wherein the sending of the foreign file attributes is 
performed by a web served located on the remote system, the web server being capable of sending 
and receiving messages viz a network. 



1 2. The article of manufacture of claim 8 wherein the method steps farther comprise the steps 

of: 

storing the extended file attributes in a shared memory portion of the local data processing 
system storage which is accessible b\ the client and other local data processing system processes; 
associating a unique handle with the extended file attributes; and 
providing the unique handle to a focal data processing system process to enable the local 
data processing system process to access tne extended file attributes. 
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1 13. (Amended) A distributed computer system for accessing a foreign file system from a local 

2 data processing system with a native file system, said foreign file system being located on a 

3 remote data processing system, said foreign file system having a set of foreign file attributes 

" 4 corresponding to each tof a plurality of files in the foreign file system, and said native file system 

5 having a set of native fila attributes corresponding to each of a plurality of files in the native file 

6 system, said distributed computer system comprising: 

7 a requestor for generating a request from a client on the local data processing system to 

8 the remote data processing system to open a foreign file in the foreign file system; 

^9 a foreign file which cm be opened by the foreign file system; 

\ 

10 a sender for sending thafile attributes of the foreign file, hereinafter foreign file attributes, 

1 1 to the local data processing system; 

12 storage for storing of the fqreign file attributes by the local data processing system; 

13 a comparator for determining a subset of the foreign file attributes which are equivalent to 

14 a corresponding subset of file attributes of the native file system, the subset of the foreign file 

15 attributes hereinafter known as conventional file attributes; 

16 a data transfer for returning the conventional file attributes to the client; and 

17 storage for storing a remaining subset of the foreign file attributes which are not 

18 equivalent to a corresponding subset of file attributes of the native file system, the remaining 

19 subset of the foreign file attributes hereinafter known as extended file attributes; 

20 a file access for accessing the foreign file attributes stored in the local data processing 

21 system by the local data processing system client to process the foreign file; and 
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*p. a processorVor processing by the local data processing system client the foreign file using 

^ 23 the stored foreign fili attributes. 



1 14. (Deleted) 



1 1 5. The distributed cbmputer system of claim 14 further comprising: 

2 a file access for accessing by the client the foreign file via a protocol of the native file 

3 system, the accessing bein^performed in a similar manner to accessing a native file system file; 

4 and 

5 a file access for accessing by the client the foreign file by use of the extended file 

6 attributes, the accessing being performed via a protocol different from the native file system 

7 protocol. 



i 

2 
3 
4 



1 6. The distributed computer systeiAof claim 1 4 wherein the storage further comprises: 
an expiration timer corresponding\o the extended file attributes; and 
storage access for removing the extended file attributes from the local data processing 
system storage after the expiration of the expiration timer. 



Docket #: STL920000058US1 



-14- 



Application #: 09/579,866 



1 1 7. The distributed computer system of claim 14 wherein the sender of the foreign file 

2 attributes is a web server located on the remote system, the web server being capable of sending 

3 and receiving messages via a network. 



1 1 8. The distributed computed system of claim 14 further comprising: 

2 a shared memory portion 6f the local data processing system storage which is accessible 

3 by the client and other local data processing system processes for storing the extended file 

4 attributes; 

5 a unique handle associated with\the extended file attributes; and 

6 a local data processing system process which uses the unique handle to enable the local 

7 data processing system process to access the extended file attributes. 
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